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An Initial Exploration of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s New Theory
on “Strengthening and Deepening the Peaceful Development of Cross-
Straits Relationship”

Qi Pengfei

Abstract: Since the 18" CPC National Congress, the Party Central Committee led by Party General Secretary
Xi Jinping has been facing great challenges to “protect the state sovereignty and maintain the territorial
integrity” while the relationship across the Strait is becoming more and more complicated. The Committee
also bears the responsibility to strengthen and deepen the following: the current peaceful relation between
mainland and Taiwan; the common political foundation on which mutual trust can be established; the overall
economic collaboration and exchange; the systematic mechanism that can benefit the people on both sides of
the Strait. The Committee has been pragmatic and creative, making great progresses in the four regions across
the Strait so as to enhance the understanding of “Community of common destiny, Community of benefit,
and Community of Duty”; build up the identity of “common homeland for the compatriots on both sides of
the Strait”; and encourage the systematic exploration so that all can jointly work for the national revival of
China. Thus, there has been a series of “Top-level Design”, “Bottom-line Thinking” and important strategic
decisions with innovative values in both theory and practice, which have achieved break-up fruits and opened
up a new situation in the work of pursuing “National Unity” by addressing the Taiwan issue directly. These
new developments have exemplified a deep historical thinking, an overall strategic consideration and updated
new mindset. One can see the political gut and wisdom in these decisions, displaying the decision-makers’
clear vision and commitment. These have been a full chapter composed by Xi’s direct addresses to the issues
concerning “National Unity”. The paper argues that these writings can provide guidance for us and point to a
correct direction for “National Unity” in the process of realizing the rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation.

Key Words: Xi Jinping; Peaceful Development in Cross-Straits Relation; Mutual Political Foundation;
Peaceful Reunification; the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation
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